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GOVERNMENT SKILLS STRATEGY:
SECTOR SKILLS COUNCILS PLACED AT HEART OF FUTURE SKILLS POLICY
Following today’s publication of the Government’s Skills Strategy, John McNamara, Chief Executive of the Alliance of Sector Skills Councils, welcomed the Government’s decision to put Sector Skills Councils – as the voice of the employers – at the heart of its future skills policy with the employers’ voice as a vital part of this policy development.

Mr McNamara said: “The strategy clearly recognises the major contribution that Sector Skills Councils have made in spearheading far reaching reform of the skills system.  It places the employers, through the Sector Skills Councils, firmly at the heart of delivering the skills to boost the British economy for the future. Sector Skills Councils will respond extremely positively to this opportunity of being the focus of skills delivery. This announcement recognises the importance of the employer-led solution to skills development.
“Employers will welcome the Joint Investment Scheme initiative, the commitment to focus on building skills that boost business performance, including the extension of the SSCs role to take action on shortages at skilled technician level, and more empowerment of individuals through the introduction of individual skills accounts.”
John McNamara also stated that: “Over the next three years employers, through the SSCs, must play a leading role in defining the future structure and scope of SSCs, and are committed to shaping and reforming the network to meet the needs of an evolving global economy.  This involvement will be fundamental to the future success of skills delivery.”
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