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APRIL 2006
SkillsActive, the Sector Skills Council (SSC) for Active Leisure and Learning, has been assigned lead responsibility by the Sector Skills Development Agency for taking management and leadership standards forward across the Skills for Business Network (SfBN) and with other key stakeholders.  

Phases one, two and three are now complete - details can be found at www.ssda-mandl.org.uk.  
Phase three ran from May 2005 until March 2006. The steering group has been expanded to encompass more of the SfBN and other key stakeholders, including:


· Scottish Qualifications Authority, Qualifications and Curriculum Authority, Management and Standards Centre, and the SSDA

· Cogent (who chair the group), Go Skills, Improve, Skillset, Skillsmart, and SkillsActive

RECENT ACTIVITY
Main areas of focus for the work in phase three included promotion of the NOS: 
· Launch events have been held in Northern Ireland, Wales and Scotland 
· Events have been held in Regional Development Agency regions
· A Regional Skill Partnership (RSP) launch event was held in Birmingham where all RSPs were present 

SkillsActive represent the SfBN on the Management Awarding Body Forum and have further:

· Engaged with the QCA led Apprenticeship qualification project  

· Presented to the Qualification Assurance Agency on the NOS

· Representation of the SfBN on the Business Skills Board

SkillsActive has successfully piloted the Champions’ model:  

· Champions are SSC reps who promote the management NOS in their sectors, and help inform contextualisation and importation decisions via a peer review process 

· 14 management standards Champions have been appointed to date during the project lifetime 

· Over half of the SfBN network have now nominated a Champion representing nine million employers
· Details are available from the Management Standards Centre on:  0207 240 2826
SkillsActive has been involved with wider engagement across the SfBN via the champions, in order to feed into: 
· Apprenticeship framework reviews 
· Foundation Degree developments 
· The Sector Qualification Strategy for management and leadership 
Ownership of the NOS now lies more firmly with the SfBN network - success indicators include:

· 3000 copies of the NOS disseminated to employers and representative bodies 

· 91 instances of use by Sector Skills Councils and other skill bodies 

· 5823 enquiries regarding the standards

More Information 
Further details can be found at: www.ssda-mandl.org.uk 
For more information about the project and its work please contact: 
Sue Hook  on   Tel:       (020) 7632 2000, or 

                        Email:    sue.hook@skillsactive.com
Implementation of new National Occupational Standards in Management & Leadership
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